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MESSAGE OUTLINE 
 
 
Occasion   : Sunday Evening Service 
Date   : June 12, 2018 / June 17, 2018 
 
TITLE   : THE GRACE OF GOD IN PAUL 
Text/s   :  
 
1 Cor 15:10 
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I 
laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 
KJV 
 
Gal 2:20 
20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 
KJV 
 
Acts 20:24 
24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my 
course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace 
of God. 
KJV 
 
 
Bible Reading : 
 
 
Song/s   : 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 
I refer to Paul as the greatest New Testament Saint! 
 
 

 “But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in 
vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was 
with me.” (1 Corinthians 15:10) 
 
The apostle Paul was, by any measure, one of the most dedicated and fruitful Christians who 
ever lived. If any man had a right to be proud of his writings, or his works, or his life in general, 
it was Paul. No doubt he, like others, had to wrestle with the sin of pride, reminding himself 
again and again that all he had done he owed simply to the grace and guidance and provision of 
God. 
 
He could well have boasted, as noted in our text, that he had labored more abundantly than any 
of the other apostles, but then he brought himself up short with the remonstrance: “Yet not I!” 
All of his work and success therein he owed completely to the grace of God. 
 
This phrase occurs just two other times. The first is when Paul is giving out his advice and 
wisdom concerning that most basic of all human institutions, marriage. “And unto the married I 
command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband” (1 Corinthians 
7:10). As wise (and even divinely inspired) as his words may have been, he must remind his 
readers that, after all, this was Christ’s command, not his! 
 
The last occurrence is in Paul’s great testimony concerning his new and changed life in Christ. “I 
am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” (Galatians 2:20). 



2 

 

The transformed, holy, powerful life he was living was not his own accomplishment, but due 
solely to the indwelling Christ. And surely, if Paul must so remind himself and his listeners, then 
we should never boast of our own life or works or words. Not I, but Christ—that is to be our 
testimony! HMM 

 
 

• Having all secular and human excellence 
 
Phil 3:4-8 
4 Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might 
trust in the flesh, I more: 
5 Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as 
touching the law, a Pharisee; 
6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 
7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 
8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, 
KJV 
 
 

• Chief as a sinner 
 
1 Tim 1:12-15 
12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into 
the ministry; 
13 Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it 
ignorantly in unbelief. 
14 And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 
15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners; of whom I am chief. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 15:9 
9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God. 
KJV 
 
 

• Most abundant in labor 
 
1 Cor 15:10 
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I 
laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 
 
KJV 
 
Rom 15:17-21 
17 I have therefore whereof I may glory through Jesus Christ in those things which pertain to God. 
18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the 
Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, 
19 Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round 
about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 
20 Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build upon another 
man's foundation: 
21 But as it is written, To whom he was not spoken of, they shall see: and they that have not heard shall 
understand. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 10:12-18 
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12 For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend 
themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, 
are not wise. 
13 But we will not boast of things without our measure, but according to the measure of the rule which God 
hath distributed to us, a measure to reach even unto you. 
14 For we stretch not ourselves beyond our measure, as though we reached not unto you: for we are come as 
far as to you also in preaching the gospel of Christ: 
15 Not boasting of things without our measure, that is, of other men's labours; but having hope, when your 
faith is increased, that we shall be enlarged by you according to our rule abundantly, 
16 To preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, and not to boast in another man's line of things made 
ready to our hand. 
17 But he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 
18 For not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth. 
KJV 
 
 

• Most abundant in having revelations 
 
2 Cor 12:1-7 
12 It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord. 
2 I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the 
body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. 
3 And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) 
4 How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to 
utter. 
5 Of such an one will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but in mine infirmities. 
6 For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any 
man should think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me. 
7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to 
me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. 
KJV 
 
 

• Having the most gifts 
 
1 Cor 14:18-20 
18 I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all: 
19 Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach 
others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue. 
20 Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice be ye children, but in understanding be 
men. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 13:1-3 
13 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding 
brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 
2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have 
all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 
3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not 
charity, it profiteth me nothing. 
KJV 
 
 

• Deepest in knowledge of mystery 
 
Eph 3:3-7 
3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 
4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 
5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles 
and prophets by the Spirit; 
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6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by 
the gospel: 
7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual 
working of his power. 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 3:16-18 
16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be 
understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto 
their own destruction. 
17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the 
error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. 
18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now 
and for ever. Amen.   
KJV 
 
 

• Most number in sufferings 
 
2 Cor 11:23-30 
23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above 
measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. 
24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 
25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have 
been in the deep; 
26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils 
by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false 
brethren; 
27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness. 
28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. 
29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not? 
30 If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 1:5-12 
5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. 
6 And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of 
the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and 
salvation. 
7 And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of 
the consolation. 
8 For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were 
pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life: 
9 But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which 
raiseth the dead: 
10 Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us; 
11 Ye also helping together by prayer for us, that for the gift bestowed upon us by the means of many 
persons thanks may be given by many on our behalf. 
12 For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with 
fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and more abundantly to 
you-ward. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 12:11 
11 I am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I ought to have been commended of you: for in 
nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be nothing. 
KJV 
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• Buffeted in sickness 
 
2 Cor 12:7-10 
7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given 
to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. 
8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 
9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. 
Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses 
for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 4:9-13 
9 For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made 
a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. 
10 We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are 
honourable, but we are despised. 
11 Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have 
no certain dwellingplace; 
12 And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: 
13 Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all 
things unto this day. 
KJV 
 
 

• Most abounding through the care of churches 
 
2 Cor 11:28-30 
28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. 
29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not? 
30 If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities. 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:10-18 
0 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished again; wherein ye 
were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity. 
11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 
12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed 
both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 
13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 
14 Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did communicate with my affliction. 
15 Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no 
church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only. 
16 For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity. 
17 Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account. 
18 But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from 
you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God. 
KJV 
 
 

• Most accomplishments for the ministry 
 
Phil 3:12-14 
12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may 
apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 
13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 
14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
KJV 
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1 Cor 4:16 
16 Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 11:1 
11 Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. 
KJV 
 
2 Thess 3:7 
7 For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you; 
KJV 
 
Phil 3:17 
17 Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:9 
9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of 
peace shall be with you. 
KJV 
 
2 Tim 3:10-12 
10 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience, 
11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I 
endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me. 
12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 
KJV 
 
 
 

• After all these qualities and accomplishments, he cared to simply declare: 
 
1 Cor 15:10 
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I 
laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 
KJV 
 
Eph 3:8 
8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; 
 
KJV 
 
Gal 2:20 
20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 
KJV 
 
Acts 20:24 
24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my 
course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace 
of God. 
KJV 
 
Gal 2:21 
21 I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 6:1 
6 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. 
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KJV 
 
2 Cor 4:15-18 
15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound 
to the glory of God. 
16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by 
day. 
17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory; 
18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which 
are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 
KJV 


